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The SAICE/IStructE Joint Structural 
Division (JSD), which came into being in 
1992 through a cooperation agreement 
between SAICE and the Institution of 
Structural Engineers (IStructE) in the 
UK, ceased to exist on 31 December 
2019, as IStructE has now established the 
Southern African Regional Group (see 
article on page 49) to serve the  interests 
of its regional members. In October 2019, 
the SAICE Council  therefore adopted 
a resolution to establish the SAICE 
Structural Division (SSD) to serve those 
SAICE members who have an interest in 
structural engineering matters.

The purpose of the new Division is to: 
 Q advance the theoretical knowledge and 

practice of structural engineering
 Q encourage the improvement of stand-

ards and techniques
 Q promote awareness regarding tech-

nology within the discipline
 Q engage with regulators and make input 

to public documents to ensure the 
effective implementation of legislation 
relating to structural safety, service-
ability and durability, and

 Q enhance the standing of this branch of 
the profession.

At the final AGM of the JSD in 
November 2019, a new committee was 
appointed to drive the strategic objective 
of the new SAICE Structural Division 
(SSD) in terms of its service to its mem-
bers. The new 2020 committee draws 
on the founding purpose of the Division 
to provide engaging presentations from 
industry experts on topical events and 
developments within the industry, in-
form members of legislative and norma-
tive changes to the professional working 
environment, and organise training 
sessions as opportunities for professional 
development for its members across 
the country.

Introducing the new 
SAICE Structural Division

2020 SSD COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman: Ngula Kalili Pr Eng  
(chair@saice-sd.org.za) 
Ngula holds a BSc in Civil Engineering, a 
Post-Graduate Diploma in Civil Engineering 
and an MBA degree, all from the University 
of the Witwatersrand. He has over 17 years 
of experience in structural engineering 
and project management, with expertise in 
dynamic analysis, and design of steel and 
reinforced concrete structures in the mining 
and industrial sectors. He works as a civil and 
structural engineer at LSL Consulting, and 
is passionate about professional development 

and the upliftment of the engineering profession and practice standards. He served 
as a committee member of the then SAICE/IStructE Joint Structural Division since 
2017. He currently also serves on ECSA’s Working Group on Codes of Practice.

Vice-Chairman: Paimaan Byron Pr Eng  
(vice-chair@saice-sd.org.za)
Paimaan holds a BSc in Civil Engineering, 
and is currently completing his studies at the 
University of Cape Town towards a Master’s in 
Structures and Materials. He is also working 
towards obtaining an Executive MBA through 
the Quantic School of Business and Technology, 
Washington DC. Paimaan graduated in 2000 
and has been actively involved in the industry 
since then. He started off working on construc-
tion sites, but as time passed he was attracted to 
the design side of engineering. After some years 

as a consultant he joined the National Home Builders Registration Council (NHBRC) 
in 2011, where he progressed to becoming a regional engineer responsible for technical 
matters in the Gauteng and North-West provinces. Paimaan also lectures on structural 
engineering at the University of South Africa (UNISA).

He has served on various professional committees over the years, and currently 
chairs the SABS committee for revision of the masonry design code, the Agrément 
SA Technical Committee representing the NHBRC, and also represents NHBRC 
in terms of investigations relating to structural failures in the housing industry. He 
specialises in the design of building structures, dolomitic conditions, innovative 
building technology (IBT) and the human settlement sector. He served on the 
committee of SAICE/IStructE Joint Structural Division since 2017, and is also a 
member of the Institute of Municipal Engineering of Southern Africa (IMESA).
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Treasurer: Tasneem Vawda Pr Eng 
(treasurer@saice-sd.org.za)
Tasneem has more than ten years of 
experience in structural design and project 
management. She is the Head of Structural 
Engineering at Ingerop South Africa’s 
Gauteng Office. Tasneem graduated from the 
University of the Witwatersrand and, apart 
from her Pr Eng status, she is also an ac-
credited PMP. Her areas of expertise include 
reinforced concrete design, with her primary 
interests being in dynamic analysis and bridge 
design. She has been involved in several high-
profile engineering projects, including the 

Mfolozi and Mtentu River Bridges for SANRAL. She is passionate about upskilling 
young engineers and improving infrastructure as a means of empowering com-
munities. While serving on the JSD committee she was involved in the planning of 
the well-received JSD Technical Day, and she looks forward to using the new SAICE 
Structural Division as a means of advancing the profession.

Secretary: Tony Seloana Pr Eng 
(secretary@saice-sd.org.za)
Tony works as a project engineer in the civil 
and structural engineering fields. He holds 
an Honours Degree with specialisation in 
Structural Engineering, and is currently 
also a Master of Structural Engineering and 
Materials candidate with the University of 
Cape Town. Upon graduation, Tony joined 
the South African National Roads Agency 
SOC Ltd as a Junior Project Manager where 
he got involved in projects from conceptu-
alisation all the way through to close-out. 
He has worked on a number of major 

projects, such as the rehabilitation of National Road R23 between Standerton and 
Platrand, as well as the resurfacing of National Road R75 between Port Elizabeth 
and Uitenhage. He has experience in infrastructure projects planning, and 
management in roads construction and maintenance. As he progressed in his 
civil engineering career, Tony advanced in the knowledge of structural design of 
hydraulic structures, bridges, and the design of steel and/or reinforced concrete 
buildings. He also has experience in finite element modelling of structures. He 
served on the SAICE/IStructE Joint Structural Division committee from 2017 
until its recent closure.

NEW CYBER HOME
With the formation of a new Division 
goes a new brand, and the SSD will soon 
be launching its website on the www.
saice-sd.org.za domain. The website 
will be populated with fresh and cur-
rent content informing members of 
upcoming courses, relevant articles and 
current news, as well as links to forums 
that could address members’ burning 
questions. As part of the launch the 
SSD requires a new logo which will 
define its brand identity going forward. 

It has been decided to open the logo 
design to the public, and SAICE and its 
SSD committee will select the winning 
submission. Submissions may be made in 
a format which is ready to be published 
in web format, or they may be a descrip-
tive sketch, which will be handed to the 
graphics department for them to add 
their artistic flair. A cash prize of R2 500 
will be awarded to the creator of the win-
ning submission. Submissions should be 
emailed to secretary@saice-sd.org.za by 
30 April 2020. 
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